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(B4 74 : Matthew Gore & Ashleigh Campbell, Closing the Legal Gap: What the
Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents Means for Multimodal Logistics,
HOLMAN FENwICK WILLAN (Sep. 29, 2025), https://www.hfw.com/insights/closing-
the-legal-gap-what-the-convention-on-negotiable-cargo-documents-means-for-
multimodal-logistics/. )
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X2 &2 2 b 42 2 1135 - Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Goods
by Road (CMR), art. 4, May 19, 1956, 399 U.N.T.S. 194 (“Article 4 The contract of carriage shall be
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3 Press Release, Information Service Vienna, Draft UN Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents to
modernize and digitize global trade finalized, U.N. Press Release UNIS/L/378 (July 14, 2025),
https://unis.unvienna.org/unis/en/pressrels/2025/unisl378.html (“Until now, only maritime transport of
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goods has benefited from a widely recognized legal document . .. This legal gap has created cash flow
problems for businesses . . . .”).

4 General Assembly Adopts Breakthrough Convention on Cargo Documents to Facilitate Global Trade,
UNITED NATIONS (Dec. 16, 2025), https://press.un.org/en/2025/13308.doc.htm; U.N. Int’l Trade L.
Comm’n, Resolution Adopted by the General Assembly on 15 December 2025, U.N. Doc.
A/RES/80/162 (Dec. 19, 2025).

° E.g. CargoX Enables Breakthrough FIATA Multimodal eFBL Pilot under Draft UN Convention on
Negotiable Cargo Documents, CARGOX (Mar. 13, 2025), https://cargox.io/content-hub/cargox-powers-
a-breakthrough-in-multimodal-transport-documentation-the-fiata-efbl.

6 U.N. Doc. A/RES/80/162, supra note 4, art. 2(5).

"U.N. Int’l Trade L. Comm’n, Draft Explanatory Note on The Convention on Negotiable Cargo
Documents, 141, U.N. Doc. A/CN.9/WG.VI/WP.118 (Sep. 24, 2025) (“41. Article 3 sets out the rules
for the issuance of an NCD, which is entirely based on mutual agreement between the transport
operator and the consignor. This principle of party autonomy ensures that the issuance of an NCD
falling under the Convention is not imposed but rather adopted voluntarily, reflecting the commercial
needs and preferences of the parties involved.”); U.N. Int’l Trade L. Comm’n, Rep. of Working Group
VI (Negotiable Cargo Documents) on the Work of Its Forty-Sixth Session, 1113, 19, U.N. Doc.
A/CN.9/1205 (Mar. 28, 2025) (“13. ... [A]pplying the convention to all modes of transport would
provide freight forwarders, shippers and banks with the ability to opt for the solution to organize
multimodal end-to-end or unimodal transportation as the circumstances required . . . ; 19. ... [I]Jt was
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acknowledged that the convention was based on party autonomy and thus afforded the parties to opt in
to the convention regime .. . .”).

8 U.N. Int’l Trade L. Comm’n, Draft Resolution: United Nations Convention on Negotiable Cargo
Documents, art. 3(1), U.N. Doc. A/C.6/80/L.8 (Oct. 29, 2025).

9 U.N. Doc. A/ICN.9/WG.VI/WP.118, supra note 7,  42.

101d. 1 45.

1d. §50.

21d. §51.

13 U.N. Doc. A/C.6/80/L.8, supra note 8, art. 3(4).

14 U.N. Doc. A/CN.9/WG.VI/WP.118, supra note 9, 1 55.
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15 U.N. Doc. A/C.6/80/L.8, supra note 8, art. 4(1).

16 1d. art. 5(1).

17 U.N. Doc. A/CN.9/WG.VI/WP.118, supra note 9, 7 91.
18 U.N. Doc. A/C.6/80/L.8, supra note 8, art. 4(2).

19 U.N.Doc. A/CN.9/WG.VI/WP.118, supra note 9, 1 62.
20 U.N. Doc. A/C.6/80/L.8, supra note 8, arts. 7(1), 7(2).
2 1d. arts. 1(2), 1(3).
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22 U.N. Doc. A/C.6/80/L.8, supra note 8, at 2 (“[C]ertainty with regard to the legal effect of negotiable
cargo documents, as well as the rights, obligations and liability of the holder, will encourage the
acceptance of such documents by banks, financial institutions, and other stakeholders, thereby fostering
international trade and contributing to economic growth . .. .”).

23 1d. (“Acknowledging that digital transformation in international trade depends on reliable systems
and data, which in turn can enhance operational efficiency and support end-to-end digitalization . . . .”).
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