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(B~+ 7L Hannah Monicken, U.S.: E-Commerce Talks Should Focus on What Can
Be Done by Year s End, INSIDE U.S. TRADE, Vol. 41, No. 43, Oct. 27, 2023.)
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1 USTR Statement on WTO E-Commerce Negotiations, USTR (Oct. 24, 2023), https://ustr.gov/about-
us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2023/october/ustr-statement-wto-e-commerce-negotiations
(“Many countries, including the United States, are examining their approaches to data and source code,
and the impact of trade rules in these areas. In order to provide enough policy space for those debates
to unfold, the United States has removed its support for proposals that might prejudice or hinder those
domestic policy considerations.”).
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3 USTR Statement on WTO E-Commerce Negotiations, supra note 1.

4 Simon Lester, The U.S. Changes Its Mind in the WTO E-Commerce Negotiations, INT’L ECON. LAW
AND PoL’Y BLOG (Oct. 30, 2023), https://ielp.worldtradelaw.net/2023/10/the-us-changes-its-mind-in-
the-wto-e-commerce-negotiations.html.

5 Id.

6 Co-convenors of E-Commerce Negotiations Review Progress, Reflect on Way Forward, WTO (July
6, 2023), https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news23_e/jsec_06jul23_e.htm.
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8 Hannah Monicken, Pagan: U.S. Pulled Back on WTO E-Commerce Proposals to ‘Match’ IPEF
Stance, INSIDE U.S. TRADE, Vol. 41, No. 47, Nov. 21, 2023 (“Maria Pagan . . . confirmed the U.S. was
refraining from negotiation on certain digital issues in the IPEF trade pillar talks and said the
announcement at the WTO about withdrawing support for those proposals was aligning with its
approach to IPEF.”)

® E-Commerce Co-convenors: “We Must Lock in the Credible Package that We Have in Our Hands”,
WTO (Oct. 27, 2023), https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news23_e/jsec_270ct23_e.htm .
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11 E-Commerce Co-Convenors Set out Roadmap for Concluding Negotiations in Early 2024, WTO
(Nov. 30, 2023), https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news23_e/jsec_30nov23_e.htm.

12 USTR Statement on WTO E-Commerce Negotiations, supra note 1.

13 Lester, supra note 4.

14 1d.

15 Dan Dupont, Wyden: USTR s E-Commerce Move a ‘Win for China,” an Affront to Congress, INSIDE
U.S. TRADE, Vol. 41, No. 43, Oct. 25, 2023.

18 Brett Fortnam, Industry Executive: USTR Is Mirroring China’s Data Stance, Undermining U.S.
Interests, INSIDE U.S. TRADE, Vol. 41, No. 44, Nov. 3, 2023.

17 Dupont, supra note 15.
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18 E-Commerce Co-Convenors Set out Roadmap for Concluding Negotiations in Early 2024, supra
note 11 (“ [T]he co-conveners propose to further discuss these outstanding issues at the next stage and
focus on finalizing the most promising issues now, as we have seen a similar “stages” approach in the
previous negotiations.”).

19 1d. (“Participants [‘]parked|[’] the negotiating text on privacy, bringing the total number of
[‘parked[’] articles to 13.”)

20 JAPAN METI, Co-CONVENORS OF THE WTO JOINT STATEMENT INITIATIVE ON E-COMMERCE
ANNOUNCE SUBSTANTIAL CONCLUSION OF NEGOTIATIONS ON A NUMBER OF GLOBAL DIGITAL TRADE
RULES (2023), https://www.meti.go.jp/press/2023/12/20231220004/202312004-1.pdf (“Annex A: . ..
As of 20 December 2023, participants have substantially concluded negotiations on 13 articles, viz. E-
authentication and E-signatures; E-contracts; Paperless trading; Open government data; Online
consumer protection; Unsolicited commercial electronic messages; Transparency; Electronic
transactions framework; Cybersecurity; Open Internet access; E-Invoicing; Single Windows; Personal
data protection”).

2 |d.

2 |d.

% 1d.; E-Commerce Co-Convenors Set out Roadmap for Concluding Negotiations in Early 2024, supra
note 11.

24 Negotiators Advance Discussion on IFD Agreement Integration into WTO Legal Structure, WTO
(Oct. 13, 2023), https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news23_e/infac_13oct23_e.htm (“IFD
participants agreed to pursue the plurilateral pathway to seek the incorporation of the IFD Agreement
into the WTO rulebook under Annex 4 on Plurilateral Trade Agreements as established in Article X.9
of the WTO Agreement.”); Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization art. X.9,
Apr. 15,1994, 1867 U.N.T.S. 161 (“The Ministerial Conference, upon the request of the Members
parties to a trade agreement, may decide exclusively by consensus to add that agreement to Annex
4....).
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