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Abstract

Containment measures taken by States to fight the Covid-19 pandemic have
brought challenges to the shipping industries regarding crew exchanges and repatriation
of seafarers. Certain quarantine measures allowed by the International Health
Regulations may breach States’ obligations under the Maritime Labour Convention.
This may relate to conflicts and reconciliation of different obligations under
international treaties. Via the interpretation and application of the Draft Articles on
Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, certain circumstances, such
as force majeure and necessity, may preclude wrongfulness of breaching the obligations
under the Maritime Labour Convention. In order to protect the rights of seafarers as
well as facilitate international trade and traffic, the International Maritime Organization
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via either acting as a platform or cooperating with other organizations has adopted a
series of suggestions to solve this problem. In addition to the roles played by the flag-
States and port-States, private sectors such as the shipping cooperates are also expected
to carry out its social and cooperate responsibilities to ensure the rights of seafarers.
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