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(BeLP~44 p : Lars-Erik Hjelm et al., The New United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA) Raises Canada's and Mexico s De Minimis Thresholds, but the
Reciprocal Treatment Provision Poses Risks to U.S. Express Carriers and Consumers,
AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD LLP (Oct. 25, 2018),

https://www.akingump.com/images/content/9/8/v2/98537/International-Trade-Alert-
The-New-United-States-Mexico-Canada.pdf. )
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Ppd T ARERSRAR T A 2 MR HE R IR i o General
Agreement Tariffs and Trade art. 24.8(b), Oct. 30, 1947, 61 Stat. A-11, 55 U.N.T.S. 194, (providing
that: “A free-trade area shall be understood to mean a group of two or more customs territories in
which the duties and other restrictive regulations of commerce (except, where necessary, those
permitted under Articles XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XV and XX) are eliminated on substantially all the trade
between the constituent territories in products originating in such territories.”).
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2 Olim Latipov et al., The De Minimis Threshold in International Trade: the Costs of Being too Low,

41(1) THE WORLD ECON. 337, 338 (2018).

3 Bill Watson, Free Trade without American Characteristics, THE GLOBALIST REBELLION (Nov. 13,

2017), https://globalistrebellion.com/2017/11/13/free-trade-without-american-characteristics/.

4 Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement, art. 5.7.1(f), NEW ZEALAND FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE,

https://www.tpp.mfat.govt.nz/text (last visited Jan. 10, 2019).
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http://www.tradelaw.nccu.edu.tw/epaper/no225/6.pdf (£ {2 P 12019 & 1 7 9 p )e

6 Agreement between the United States of America, the United Mexican States, and Canada art.

7.8.1(f), Nov. 30, 2018, https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/united-states-mexico-

canada-agreement/agreement-between (last visited Jan. 10, 2019) [hereinafter USMCA].
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CANADIAN PRESS, Jan. 19, 2018, https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/duty-free-allowance-nafta-
1.4495167; Retail Council of Canada, News: De Minimis: Ensure a Level Playing Field for Retailers in
Canada, RETAIL COUNCIL OF CANADA, https://www.retailcouncil.org/advocacy/de-minimis/de-
minimis-ensure-a-level-playing-field-for-retailers-in-canada/ (last visited Jan. 9, 2019).

8 USMCA, chapter 7 n. 3, (providing that: “Notwithstanding the amounts set out under this
subparagraph, a Party may impose a reciprocal amount that is lower for shipments from another Party
if the amount provided for under that other Party’s law is lower than that of the Party.”).
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The New United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) Raises Canada's and Mexicos De
Minimis Thresholds, but the Reciprocal Treatment Provision Poses Risks to U.S. Express Carriers and
Consumers 3, AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD LLP (Oct. 25, 2018),
https://www.akingump.com/images/content/9/8/v2/98537/International -Trade-Alert-The-New-United-
States-Mexico-Canada.pdf.

10 USMCA, art. 7.8(1)(f).
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September 30, 2018, EXCHANGE-RATES.ORG, https://www.exchange-rates.org/Rate/CAD/USD/9-30-
2018 (last visited Jan. 10 2018).
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13 Postal Imports Remission Order, SI/85-181 (Can.); Courier Imports Remission Order, SI/85-182
(Can.).

14 Country Commercial Guide: Mexico - Customs Regulations, EXPORT.GOV,
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https://www.export.gov/article?id=Mexico-Customs-Regulations (last published Oct. 10, 2018).

15 USMCA, chapter 7 n. 3.

6 Gary Clyde Hufbauer & Euijin Jung, Blog: Hold the Optimism! Slashing the US De Minimis
Threshold Is a Step Backward, PETERSON INST. FOR INT’L ECON. (Oct. 26, 2018),
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/hold-optimism-slashing-us-de-minimis-
threshold-step-backward.

17" Tariff Act of 1930, 19 U.S.C. § 1321(b) (2016), (providing that: “The Secretary of the Treasury is
authorized by regulations to prescribe exceptions to any exemption provided for in subsection (a)
whenever he finds that such action is consistent with the purpose of subsection (a) or is necessary to
protect the revenue or to prevent unlawful importations.”).

18 Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-125, 130 Stat. 122, 901
(2016).
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