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Abstract

In order to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing), a
series of international regulations and documents were developed. States are imposed
different duties as general States, flag States, coastal States, port States as well as
market States. Some of these regulations and documents are characteristic of soft law,
without legally binding force, and some are not generally accepted and enforced.
However, the European Union (EU) adopted IUU Regulation (Council Regulation (EC)
No 1005/2008) to prevent, deter and eliminate [UU fishing. Fishing vessels and third
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States engaged in IUU fishing would face EU’s trade sanction. Via the EU’s market
power, the EU IUU Regulation strengthens the application and enforcement of the
international regulations and documents. In 2015, the EU decided to warn Taiwan
concerned of its identification as a non-cooperating third country due to various
deficiencies of Taiwan’s fisheries management system and measures. Based on the
EU’s warning and the aftermath, Taiwan should establish a more comprehensive
fisheries policy via reform, establish a robust legislation, intensify the enforcement
mechanism, increase enforcement capacities, establish the monitoring, control and
surveillance system, comply with the regulations and resolutions of the regional
fisheries management organizations, develop multilateral and bilateral cooperation, and
strengthening the market transparency as well as the products’ traceability. By doing
so, Taiwan would be able to have a sound fisheries policy and industry and be cleared
from EU’s IUU fishing warning.
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