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Abstract

The Authorized Operator (AO) clauses under Article 7.7 of the Trade Facilitation
Agreement (TFA), by adopting concepts and rules developed by the World Customs
Organization (WCQO), may contribute to trade facilitation as well as governance of
supply chain security. This paper first clarifies the status of AO clauses under the WTO
legal system. It then compares three similar clauses in different instruments of WTO
and WCO and identifies the track of transplantation. It finally assesses dynamism and

implications of including AO clauses in the FTA for WTO and trade-related governance.
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