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® The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, art. 207(3): “Where agreements with one or
more third countries or international organizations need to be negotiated and concluded, Article 218
shall apply, subject to the special provisions of this Article.”

* The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, art. 218(10): “The European Parliament shall
be immediately and fully informed at all stages of the procedure.”

® Framework agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the European Commission,
point. 24: “The information referred to in point 23 shall be provided to Parliament in sufficient time for
it to be able to express its point of view if appropriate, and for the Commission to be able to take
Parliament’s views as far as possible into account. This information shall, as a general rule, be provided
to Parliament through the responsible parliamentary committee and, where appropriate, at a plenary
sitting. In duly justified cases, it shall be provided to more than one parliamentary committee....”
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® Framework agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the European Commission,
Annex Il, point. 1.4: “In the context of this Annex, the following may request confidential
information from the Commission: the President of Parliament, the chairs of the parliamentary
committees concerned, the Bureau and the Conference of Presidents, and the head of Parliament’s
delegation included in the Union delegation at an international conference.”
" Framework agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the European Commission,
Annex II, point. 1.1: “This Annex shall govern the forwarding to Parliament and the handling of
confidential information, as defined in point 1.2, from the Commission in connection with  the
exercise of Parliament’s prerogatives and competences. The two Institutions shall act in accordance
with their mutual duties of sincere cooperation, in a spirit of complete mutual trust and in  the strictest
conformity with the relevant Treaty provisions.”
8 EUROPEAN COMMISSION, FACTSHEET: TRANSPARENCY IN EU TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
(2013).
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1% The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, art. 218(6): “The Council, on a proposal by
the negotiator, shall adopt a decision concluding the agreement. Except where agreements relate
exclusively to the common foreign and security policy, the Council shall adopt the decision concluding
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the agreement: (a) after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament in the following cases:_
(i) association agreements; (ii) agreement on Union accession to the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; (iii) agreements establishing a specific
institutional framework by organizing cooperation procedures; (iv) agreements with important
budgetary implications for the Union; (v) agreements covering fields to which either the ordinary
legislative procedure applies, or the special legislative procedure where consent by the European
Parliament is required. The European Parliament and the Council may, in an urgent situation, agree
upon a time-limit for consent. (b) after consulting the European Parliament in other cases. The
European Parliament shall deliver its opinion within a time-limit which the Council may set depending
on the urgency of the matter. In the absence of an opinion Within that time-limit, the Council may act.”
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