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Abstract

The rare earths are essential for many hundreds of applications. The
versatility and specificity of the rare earths has given them a level of
technological, environmental, and economic importance considerably greater
than might be expected from their relative obscurity. China supplies over 90
percent of rare earths globally, but has applied a series of restraints to limit the
exportation and production of rare earths, including export duties and export
quotas, and price and production control , leadind to raise serious concerns

among industry in the U.S., Japan and European Unions.

This thesis takes GATT 1994 and the Protocol of the People’s Republic of
China (hereinafter China’s Accession Protocal) as the legal basis to analyze
China’s rare earths export restriction measures. And in order to examine
whether these dispute measures are pursuant to the WTO’s agreements, and
whether Article XX of the GATT 1994 is available as a defense under China’s
Accession Protocal, this thesis takes China-Raw Materials and China-
Audiovisual Services’s ruling as the main references, and providing the

conclusion of the study.

Keywords: rare earths, GATT 1994, export tariff, export quota, export
licensing, export performance, China’s Accession Protocal
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