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@ Equivalence

Members shall accept the sanitary or phytosanitary measures of other
Members as equivalent, even if these measures differ from their own
or from those used by other Members trading in the same product, if
the exporting Member objectively demonstrates to the importing
Member that its measures achieve the importing Member’s
appropriate level of sanitary or phytosanitary protection. For this
purpose, reasonable access shall be given, upon request, to the
importing Member for inspection, testing and other relevant
procedures.
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The Parties acknowledge that recognition of the equivalence of sanitary
and phytosanitary measures is an important means to facilitate trade.
Further to Article 4 of the SPS Agreement, the Parties shall apply
equivalence to a group of measures or on a systems-wide basis, to the
extent feasible and appropriate. In determining the equivalence of a
specific sanitary or phytosanitary measure, group of measures or on a
systems-wide basis, each Party shall take into account the relevant
guidance of the WTO SPS Committee and international standards,
guidelines and recommendations.
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@ The importing Party shall recognise the equivalence of a sanitary or
phytosanitary measure if the exporting Party objectively demonstrates
to the importing Party that the exporting Party’s measure:

(a) achieves the same level of protection as the importing

Party’s measure; or

(b) has the same effect in achieving the objective as the
importing Party’s measure. (No Party shall have recourse to dispute
settlement under Chapter 28 (Dispute Settlement) for this
subparagraph.)
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¥ Harmonization

...... Members shall base their sanitary or phytosanitary measures on international
standards, guidelines or recommendations,......

Sanitary or phytosanitary measures which conform to international standards,
guidelines or recommendations shall be deemed to be necessary to protect human,
animal or plant life or health, and presumed to be consistent with the relevant
provisions of this Agreement and of GATT 1994.

Members may introduce or maintain sanitary or phytosanitary measures which result
in a higher level of sanitary or phytosanitary protection ......
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@ Each Party shall ensure that its sanitary and phytosanitary measures
either conform to the relevant international standards, guidelines or
recommendations or, if its sanitary and phytosanitary measures do not
conform to international standards, guidelines or recommendations, that
they are based on documented and objective scientific evidence that is
rationally related to the measures, while recognising the Parties’
obligations regarding assessment of risk under Article 5 of the SPS
Agreement. (No Party shall have recourse to dispute settlement under
Chapter 28 (Dispute Settlement) for this paragraph.)
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In the assessment of risks, Members shall take into account available
scientific evidence; relevant processes and production

methods; relevant inspection, sampling and testing

methods; prevalence of specific diseases or pests; existence of pest- or
disease-free areas; relevant ecological and environmental conditions;
and quarantine or other treatment.
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@ Each Party shall ensure that each risk assessment it conducts is
appropriate to the circumstances of the risk at issue and takes into
account reasonably available and relevant scientific data, including
qualitative and quantitative information.
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Members shall ensure, with respect to any procedure to check and
ensure the fulfilment of sanitary or phytosanitary measures, that:

(a) such procedures are undertaken and completed without undue

delay and in no less favourable manner for imported products than for
like domestic products
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